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If#a#piece#of#news#can#be#considered#an#object,#this#piece#is#the#weirdest#I’ve#come#

across#in#a#long#time.##A#Guatemalan#General#and#his#Chief#of#Intelligence#have#recently#

been#brought#before#a#court#of#law#accused#of#genocide,#31#years#after#the#facts.##

During#the#years#of#1982#and#1983,#they#are#supposed#to#have#ordered#17#massacres#

in#the#Mayan#Ixil#area,#in#which#about#1,771#people#died—38%#of#them#were,#

according#to#the#Public#Attorney,#children#less#than#12#years#of#age.##The#defense#has#

repeatedly#tried#to#invalidate#the#claims#of#genocide#objecting—for#exampleLLthat#

“only”#about#800#death#certificates#have#been#found;#that#there#is#no#evidence#of#a#

plan#to#exterminate#the#whole#Ixil#population,#etc.##One#after#the#other,#these#

objections#have#been#overruled.#Last#Friday,#during#a#public#hearing,#the#defence#came#

up#with#a#novel##argument.##After#asking#a#survivor#of#one#of#the#massacres#whether#

there#had#been#Indians#belonging#to#other#groups#besides#the#Ixiles#in#the#village#

where#he#had#witnessed#the#killings#of#several#members#of#his#family,#and#having#

received#a#“Yes”#for#an#answer#(there#were#a#few#Kichés#and#Chiantlecos#there),#the#

defense#lawyer#concluded:#“If#people#of#other#ethnic#groups#were#killed,#it#was#not#an#

attack#against#the#Ixil#people.#This#fact#alone#evaporates#the#argument#of#genocide.”#
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(Please#see#newpaper#reproductions#attached.)#






